58                                 RELIGIOUS CONDITION.

Mr. h. J, S. Cotton in his "New India"* says: "Though
here and there an educated native may have been
brought to Christianity, the educated natives, as a body,
have not been slow to perceive that the intelleft 6f
Europe is drifting away from the traditional religion.
Whatever change may eventually be effe&ed, the change
from Hindcpism to Christianity is perhaps the most
, improbable; the people will not accept it.1' Again: "The
spread of education has enabled the people to bind
together with more cohesion and unity against a-.form
of proselytism they so much dislike, and conversions to
Christianity otherwise than among famine remnants and
occasionally among/the aboriginal tribes are far less fre-
quent than was formerly the case, During my eighteen
years' experience of Bengal, I do not remember a single
instance of the conversion of a respectable native
gentleman to Christianity.'* There can be no doubt that
Christianity amongst the upper-class Hindus has been
on the wane for sometime past; and there are no signs

* Qp. cit (London 1885) p,p, x$6-i59 It should be noted that education
amongst the Indian Christians is relatively more widely spread than
amongst the Hindus and Mahomedans. "In South India alone there were
44,225 native Christians at school and college, or 6"i per cent of boys
and 28 per cent of girls of a schoolgoing age, while the percentage of
the Presidency, as a whole, is 33 of boys and 3 of girls, The native
Christians are only a fortieth of the population, but more than 8 per cent
of the students attending colleges and of the 'graduates of* the Uni*
versity are native Christians/' Dr. G. Smith, " Conversion of India"
(1893) p, 3*9,